
Figure 10-3.

Detailed Educational Attainment of the Population 25 Years and Over by Sex 
for the United States: 1940 to 2010

HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE EDUCATION

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION BY HIGHEST LEVEL OF EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

Total (both sexes)

Total (both sexes)

FemaleMale

Percent with 4 years of high school or more education (1940-1980) or with at least a high school diploma (1990-2010)

Percent with 4 or more years of college (1940-1980) or with at least a bachelor's degree (1990-2010)

2010
2000
1990

1980
1970
1960
1950
1940 19.8 24.5 17.2 22.7 22.5 26.3

6.2 28.1 34.3 7.3 25.2 32.6 30.9 36.0
7.7 33.4 41.1 9.7 29.8 39.5 36.7 42.5
10.7 41.7 52.3 13.5 38.3 51.9 8.1 44.7 52.8

16.2 50.2 66.5 20.1 47.2 67.3 12.8 52.9 65.8

20.3 54.9 75.2 23.3 52.4 75.7 17.6 57.2 74.8
24.4 56.0 80.4 26.1 54.0 80.1 22.8 57.8 80.7

28.2 57.4 85.6 28.5 56.4 84.8 27.9 58.3 86.3

Not shown: 4.6   Not shown: 5.5   Not shown: 3.8, 5.2, and 5.8

 1940 to 1980

  Less than 5 years

5 to 8 years

9 to 11 years

12 years

College, 1 to 3 years

College, 4 years

College, 5 or more years

College, 4 or more years

1990 and 2010     

Less than 5 years

5 to 8 years

9 to 12 years, no diploma

High school diploma

Some college, no degree; or associate degree

Bachelor's degree

Graduate degree

Bachelor's degree or higher

2010
2000
1990

1980
1970
1960
1950
1940

Female
2010
2000
1990

1980
1970
1960
1950
1940

Male
2010
2000
1990

1980
1970
1960
1950
1940 13.7 46.7 15.2 14.3 5.5 3.4 1.2

11.1 37.2 17.4 20.8 7.4 6.2
8.3 31.4 19.2 24.6 8.8 4.6 3.0

5.5 22.8 19.4 31.1 10.6 6.1 4.6
3.6 14.7 15.3 34.6 15.7 8.6 7.6

2.7 7.7 14.4 30.0 24.9 13.1 7.2
2.2 5.3 12.1 28.6 27.4 15.5 8.9
2.2 3.9 8.3 28.5 28.9 17.7 10.4

15.1 47.8 14.5 12.2 4.9 3.7 1.8
12.2 38.3 16.9 18.2 7.0 7.3

9.4 32.4 18.7 21.2 8.6 5.2 4.4
6.1 23.5 18.6 27.7 10.7 6.8 6.7

3.9 14.7 14.2 31.1 16.1 9.8 10.3

2.8 7.6 13.9 27.6 24.7 14.4 9.0
2.3 5.4 12.2 27.6 26.4 16.1 10.0
2.2 4.1 8.9 28.8 27.5 17.7 10.8

12.4 45.5 15.9 16.4 6.1 3.1 0.7
10.0 36.1 17.9 23.2 7.7 5.2
7.4 30.4 19.7 27.8 9.0 4.1 1.7

5.0 22.2 20.1 34.1 10.6 5.4 2.7
3.3 14.7 16.2 37.7 15.3 7.5 5.3

2.6 7.8 14.8 32.1 25.1 12.0 5.7
2.1 5.3 11.9 29.6 28.2 15.0 7.8
2.1 3.8 7.8 28.2 30.1 17.8 10.1

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census publications, and for 2010, the American Community Survey (ACS).  See www.demographicchartbpook.com, References. 
Copyright © 2012 by Campbell Gibson. Graphics may be copied for personal use or for educational purposes, but may not be sold. October 31, 2012


