
Figure 12-7.

Ten Leading Languages for the Foreign-Born Population of the United States: 1910 to 2010
(Data on mother tongue available for the White population only, 1910 to 1940)

LANGUAGE SPOKEN AT HOME (population 5 years and over)

MOTHER TONGUE (all ages)
1910 - White

Hungarian
Spanish

Norwegian
French

Swedish
Polish

Yiddish
Italian

German
English

1920 - White

Norwegian
Russian
French

Spanish
Swedish

Polish
Yiddish

Italian
German
English

1930 - White

Russian
Norwegian

French
Swedish
Spanish

Polish
Yiddish

Italian
German
English

1940 - White

Hungarian
Russian
French

Swedish
Spanish

Polish
Yiddish

Italian
German
English

1960 - White

Hungarian
Swedish
Russian
French

Yiddish
Polish

Spanish
Italian

German
English

1960 - Total

Hungarian
Swedish
Russian
French

Yiddish
Polish

Spanish
Italian

German
English

1970 - Total

Hungarian
Chinese

Greek
French
Polish

Yiddish
Italian

German
Spanish
English

1980 - Total

Portuguese
Korean

Polish
French

Tagalog
Chinese
German

Italian
Spanish
English

1990 - Total

Polish
French

Vietnamese
Italian

German
Korean

Tagalog
Chinese
English

Spanish

2000 - Total

Arabic
French

German
Russian
Korean

Vietnamese
Tagalog
Chinese
English

Spanish1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

3,364 3,008 3,097

2,759 2,267 2,188

1,365 1,625 1,808

1,052 1,092 1,223
944 1,077 966

683 643 743

529 556 615
403 467 523

258 392 346

229 362 316

2,506 1,889 1,980 1,743

1,589 1,330 1,332 1,696

1,561 1,276 1,278 1,202
924 793 813 1,026

802 582 582 438

428 503 504 420

423 326 330 411

360 276 277 194

357 225 226 190

241 213 213 161

4,130 7,346
3,896 4,076

705 1,088

628 746
495 531
403 530

360 493

260 435
238 388

232 287

13,340
5,212

1,628

1,074
830

716

619
504
472

432

2010 - Total

Hindi2

French/HC1

Arabic
Russian
Korean

Vietnamese
Tagalog
Chinese
English

Spanish1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

18,159
6,042

2,121

1,369
1,054

902

698
603

532

527

European language

Asian language

Semetic language

Indic language

1 French/Haitian Creole.  2 For Hindi including Urdu, the total is 820,000.
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census publications and for 2010, the American Community Survey (ACS), and Campbell Gibson and Kay Jung (2006), "Historical 
Census Statistics on the Foreign-Born Population of the United States: 1850 to 2000," Population Division Working Paper No. 81.  
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