
Figure 13-1.

Foreign-Born Population by World Region of Birth for the United States: 1850 to 2010 
(Data by world region of birth not available for the total foreign-born population for 1940 and 1950)
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NUMBER (in millions) 

Oceania Not shown 
separately*

AfricaAsiaNorthern America  Latin AmericaEurope

Numbers (in thousands) and percent distribution (excluding not reported)
        Not
   Northern Latin    report-
 Total Europe America America Asia Africa Oceania ed
Total        
1850 2,245 2,032 (92.2) 148 (6.7) 21 (0.9) 1 (0.1) 1 (0.0) 1 (0.0) 42
1860 4,139 3,807 (92.1) 250 (6.0) 38 (0.9) 37 (0.9) 1 (0.0) 2 (0.1) 4
1870 5,567 4,941 (88.8) 493 (8.9) 58 (1.0) 65 (1.2) 3 (0.0) 4 (0.1) 4
1880 6,680 5,752 (86.2) 717 (10.7) 90 (1.3) 108 (1.6) 2 (0.0) 7 (0.1) 4
1890 9,250 8,030 (86.9) 981 (10.6) 107 (1.2) 113 (1.2) 2 (0.0) 9 (0.1) 6
1900 10,341 8,882 (86.0) 1,180 (11.4) 137 (1.3) 120 (1.2) 3 (0.0) 9 (0.1) 11
1910 13,516 11,810 (87.4) 1,210 (9.0) 280 (2.1) 191 (1.4) 4 (0.0) 11 (0.1) 10
1920 13,921 11,916 (85.7) 1,138 (8.2) 589 (4.2) 238 (1.7) 16 (0.1) 15 (0.1) 9
1930 14,204 11,784 (83.0) 1,310 (9.2) 792 (5.6) 276 (1.9) 18 (0.1) 17 (0.1) 7
White        
1930 13,983 11,779 (84.3) 1,302 (9.3) 709 (5.1) 158 (1.1) 12 (0.1) 17 (0.1) 6
1940 11,419 9,726 (85.3) 1,065 (9.3) 444 (3.9) 150 (1.3) 3 (0.0) 11 (0.1) 19
1950 10,159 8,294 (82.3) 995 (9.9) 570 (5.6) 180 (1.8) 18 (0.2) 26 (0.3) 77
1960 9,294 7,242 (78.4) 942 (10.2) 801 (8.7) 201 (2.2) 21 (0.2) 30 (0.3) 56
Total        
1960 9,738 7,256 (75.0) 953 (9.8) 908 (9.4) 491 (5.1) 35 (0.4) 35 (0.4) 60
1970 9,619 5,741 (61.7) 812 (8.7) 1,804 (19.4) 825 (8.9) 80 (0.9) 41 (0.4) 316
1980 14,080 5,150 (39.0) 853 (6.5) 4,372 (33.1) 2,540 (19.3) 200 (1.5) 78 (0.6) 887
1990 19,767 4,350 (22.9) 754 (4.0) 8,408 (44.3) 4 979 (26.3) 364 (1.9) 104 (0.5) 808
2000 31,108 4,916 (15.8) 829 (2.7) 16,087 (51.7) 8,226 (26.4) 881 (2.8) 168 (0.5) 0
2010 39,956 4,817 (12.1) 807 (2.0) 21,224 (53.1) 11,284 (28.2) 1,607 (4.0) 217 (0.5) 0
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* Number includes world regions with number below 400,000 and not reported.  Percent distribution includes world regions with percentage less than 0.8 percent.
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Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census publications and for 2010, the American Community Survey (ACS), and Campbell Gibson and Kay Jung (2006), "Historical Census 
Statistics on the Foreign-Born Population of the United States: 1850 to 2000," Population Division Working Paper No. 81.  See www.demographicchartbpook.com, References. 
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