
Figure 9-2.

Percent Attending School by Sex and Age of the Population in Selected Broad Age Groups 
for the United States by Region: 1860, 1900, 1920, 1940, 1970, 2000, and 2010
(Data for 1860 assume no school attendance for the slave population)

West
South
North

U.S.
2000 (5 to 17 years)

West
South
North

U.S.
1970 (5 to 17 years)

West
South
North

U.S.
1940 (5 to 17 years)

West
South
North

U.S.
1920 (5 to 17 years)

West
South
North

U.S.
1920 (5 to 20 years)

West
South
North

U.S.
1900 (5 to 20 years)

West
South
North

U.S.
1860 (5 to 19 years)

Total (both sexes) FemaleMale

50.7 52.7 48.6

65.4 67.7 63.0
27.7 29.4 26.1

39.3 40.6 37.9

50.5 50.2 50.9

56.3 56.2 56.4
40.6 39.6 41.1

58.1 56.6 59.6

64.4 64.2 64.6

66.6 66.6 66.6
60.0 59.6 60.4

69.2 68.4 69.9

74.1 73.6 74.7

77.2 76.9 77.6
68.5 67.6 69.4

78.9 78.2 79.6

82.5 82.2 82.9
86.9 86.7 87.0

75.1 74.3 75.8
86.7 86.7 86.7

92.2 92.2 92.1
93.7 93.7 93.7

88.9 89.0 88.8
93.9 93.9 93.8

96.8 96.7 97.0

97.2 97.0 97.3
96.6 96.5 96.8
96.5

96.8

96.9
96.9

96.8

96.3 96.7

United States

North

South

West

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census publications, and for 2010, the American Community Survey (ACS).  See www.demographicchartbpook.com, References. 
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