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Chapter 12.   Foreign-Born Population 

The graphics in this chapter show data show data on various characteristics of the foreign-
born population, excluding country of birth which is covered in Chapter 13.  Data shown on 
language reflect two different concepts, which are not comparable.  Data 1910 to 1970 are for 
mother tongue, which is the language spoken in the person�s home when he or she was a child.   
Data for 1980 to 2000 are for language spoken at home, which is not necessarily the same 
language as the person�s mother tongue.  While the data in the graphics in this chapter are from 
decennial census publications, the data are shown in time series format in Campbell Gibson and 
Kay Jung (2006), �Historical Census Statistics on the Foreign-Born Population of the United 
States: 1850 to 2000,� U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division Working Paper No. 81, which 
includes also historical background on data on the foreign-born population.  See References.
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Figure 12-1.

Foreign-Born Population for the United States by Region: 1850 to 2010      
(Data for 1850 and 1860 assume that the entire slave population was born in the United States)        

PERCENT FOREIGN BORN IN POPULATION

NUMBER (in millions except that numbers below 100,000 are shown in thousands in italics)

2010

2000

1990

1980

1970
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1950

1940

1930

1920

1910

1900

1890

1880

1870

1860

1850

2010

2000

1990

1980

1970

1960

1950

1940

1930

1920

1910

1900

1890

1880

1870

1860

1850

Numbers not shown on figure:  
South West

1850 0.2 27
1860 0.4 0.2
1870 0.4 0.3
1880 0.4 0.5
1890 0.5 0.8
1900 0.6 0.8
1910 0.7 
1920 0.9 
1930 0.8 
1940 0.6 
1950 0.8

United States North South West

9.7 14.1 2.7 15.1

13.2 21.0 3.5 28.9

14.4 22.0 3.3 31.6

13.3 18.0 2.7 28.3

14.8 20.0 2.7 25.5

13.6 18.8 2.3 20.7

14.7 20.4 2.5 20.6

13.2 18.0 2.6 18.0

11.6 15.8 2.2 15.3

8.8 12.4 1.5 10.8

6.9 9.6 1.6 8.1

5.4 7.1 1.8 6.9

4.7 5.7 2.1 6.6

6.2 6.1 3.8 10.6

7.9 6.7 5.4 14.8

11.1 9.1 8.6 18.6

12.9 10.7 11.1 19.6

2.0 2.2

3.6 4.1

4.9 5.6

5.7 6.7

7.9 9.2

8.9 10.3

11.4 1.4 13.5

11.5 1.6 13.9

11.6 1.8 14.2

9.5 1.5 11.6

8.0 1.6 10.3

6.9 1.0 1.9 9.7

6.0 1.3 2.3 9.6

6.6 2.9 4.6 14.1

7.4 4.6 7.8 19.8

10.7 8.6 11.8 31.1

13.1 12.7 14.1 40.0

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census publications and for 2010, the American Community Survey (ACS), and Campbell Gibson and Kay Jung (2006), "Historical 
Census Statistics on the Foreign-Born Population of the United States: 1850 to 2000," Population Division Working Paper No. 81.  
See www.demographicchartbpook.com, References. 
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Figure 12-2.

Ten States with the Largest Foreign-Born Population for the United States: 1850 to 2010      
(Numbers in thousands.  Data for 1850 and 1860 assume that the entire slave population was born in the United States)

North South West

1850

 IN

 NJ

 LA

 MO

 WI

 IL

 MA

 OH

 PA

 NY 656

303

218

164

112

110

77

68

60

56

1860

 NJ

 CA

 MI

 MO

 MA

 WI

 IL

 OH

 PA

 NY 1,001

431

328

325

277

260

161

149

147

123

1870

 IA

 CA

 MO

 MI

 MA

 WI

 OH

 IL

 PA

 NY 1,138

545

515

372

364

353

268

222

210

205

1880

 IA

 MN

 CA

 MI

 OH

 WI

 MA

 IL

 PA

 NY 1,211

588

584

443

405

395

389

293

268

262

1890

 NJ

 CA

 OH

 MN

 WI

 MI

MA

 IL

 PA

 NY 1,571

846

842

657

544

519

467

459

366

329

1900

 CA

 NJ

 OH

 MN

 WI

 MI

 MA

 IL

 PA

 NY 1,900

985

967

846

542

516

505

459

432

367

1910

 WI

 MN

 CA

 MI

 OH

 NJ

 MA

 IL

 PA

 NY 2,748

1,442

1,205

1,059

661

598

598

586

544

513

1930

 WI

 MN

 OH

 NJ

 MI

 MA

 CA

 PA

 IL

 NY 3,262

1,242

1,240

1,074

1,066

853

850

649

391

388

1940

 MN

 CT

 OH

 MI

 NJ

 MA

 CA

 IL

 PA

 NY 2,917

977

972

925

858

699

686

521

329

295

1950

 TX

 CT

 OH

 MI

 NJ

 MA

 PA

 IL

 CA

 NY 2,577

1,060

786

784

721

635

604

440

296

278

1960

 CT

 TX

 OH

 MI

 MA

 PA

 NJ

 IL

 CA

 NY 2,289

1,344

686

615

603

576

530

397

299

276

1980

 OH

 PA

 MI

 MA

 NJ

 IL

 TX

 FL

 NY

 CA 3,580

2,389

1,059

856

824

758

501

417

401

302

1990

 WA

 MI

 PA

 MA

 IL

 NJ

 TX

 FL

 NY

 CA 6,459

2,852

1,663

1,524

967

952

574

369

355

322

2010

WA

VA

GA

 MA

IL

NJ

 FL

 TX

 NY

 CA 10,150

4,298

4,142

3,658

1,845

1,760

984

943

911

886

2000

 GA

 WA

 AZ

 MA

 NJ

 IL

 FL

 TX

 NY

 CA 8,864

3,868

2,900

2,671

1,529

1,476

773

656

614

577

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1970

 TX

 OH

 MI

 PA

 MA

 FL

 IL

 NJ

 CA

 NY 2,110

1,758

635

629

540

495

446

424

316

310

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1920

 WI

 MN

 OH

 MI

 NJ

 CA

 MA

 IL

 PA

 NY 2,825

1,393

1,211

1,089

758

742

729

680

487

460

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census publications and for 2010, the American Community Survey (ACS), and Campbell Gibson and Kay Jung (2006), "Historical 
Census Statistics on the Foreign-Born Population of the United States: 1850 to 2000," Population Division Working Paper No. 81.  
See www.demographicchartbpook.com, References. 
Copyright © 2013 by Campbell Gibson. Graphics may be copied for personal use or for educational purposes, but may not be sold. February 21, 2013



Figure 12-3.

Ten States with the Highest Percentage of Population Foreign Born for the United States: 1850 to 2010    
(Data for 1850 and 1860 assume that the entire slave population was born in the United States)

North South West
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8
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7
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1850

IL

LA

MI

RI

MA

UT

NY

CA

MN

WI 36.2

32.5

23.5

21.2

18.0

16.5

16.2

13.8

13.2

13.1

1860

RI

NE

NY

WA

NV

UT

MN

WI

SD

CA 38.6

36.7

35.7

34.1

31.7

30.1

27.1

25.8

22.0

21.4

1870

SD

WI

UT

MN

CA

WY

MT

NV

ID

AZ 60.1

52.6

44.2

38.7

38.5

37.5

36.5

35.4

34.6

34.0

1880

WY

MT

UT

ID

WI

CA

MN

SD

AZ

NV 41.2

39.7

38.3

34.3

33.9

30.8

30.6

30.6

29.4

28.1

1890

SD

MA

CA

RI

WI

AZ

NV

MT

MN

ND 44.6

35.9

32.6

32.1

31.5

30.8

30.8

30.3

29.4

27.7

1900

NV

CA

WI

NY

CT

MT

MN

MA

RI

ND 35.4

31.4

30.2

28.9

27.6

26.2

26.1

24.9

24.7

23.8

1910

NV

CA

MT

NJ

MN

ND

CT

NY

MA

RI 33.0

31.5

30.2

29.6

27.1

26.2

26.0

25.2

24.7

24.1

1920

MN

NH

NV

CA

NJ

AZ

NY

CT

MA

RI 29.0

28.3

27.4

27.2

24.1

23.5

22.1

20.7

20.6

20.4

1930

WA

NV

MI

NH

CA

NJ

CT

RI

MA

NY 25.9

25.1

25.0

23.9

21.0

18.9

17.8

17.6

16.6

16.3

1940

WA

IL

MI

CA

NH

NJ

CT

RI

MA

NY 21.6

19.9

19.5

19.3

16.8

13.9

13.4

13.1

12.3

12.1

1950

WA

IL

MI

CA

NH

NJ

RI

CT

MA

NY 17.4

15.4

14.8

14.4

13.2

10.9

10.0

9.5

9.1

8.3

1960

MI

IL

NH

CA

RI

NJ

CT

HI

MA

NY 13.6

11.2

10.9

10.9

10.1

10.0

8.5

7.4

6.8

6.8

1970

NH

IL

RI

FL

CT

MA

CA

NJ

HI

NY 11.6

9.8

8.9

8.8

8.7

8.6

8.0

7.8

5.7

5.0

1980

NV

IL

CT

MA

RI

NJ

FL

NY

HI

CA 15.1

14.2

13.6

10.9

10.3

8.9

8.7

8.6

7.2

6.7

1990

CT

NV

TX

RI

MA

NJ

FL

HI

NY

CA 21.7

15.9

14.7

12.9

12.5

9.5

9.5

9.0

8.7

8.5

2010

IL

MD

MA

TX

HI

NV

FL

NJ

NY

CA 27.2

22.2

21.0

19.4

18.8

18.2

16.4

15.0

13.9

13.7

2000

MA

IL

AZ

TX

NV

FL

HI

NJ

NY

CA 26.2

20.4

17.5

17.5

16.7

15.8

13.9

12.8

12.3

12.2

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census publications and for 2010, the American Community Survey (ACS), and Campbell Gibson and Kay Jung (2006), "Historical 
Census Statistics on the Foreign-Born Population of the United States: 1850 to 2000," Population Division Working Paper No. 81.  
See www.demographicchartbpook.com, References. 
Copyright © 2013 by Campbell Gibson. Graphics may be copied for personal use or for educational purposes, but may not be sold. March 6, 2013



Figure 12-4.

Percent Foreign Born in the Population of the Ten Largest Cities in the United States: 1850 to 2010
(Data for 1850 and 1860 assume that the entire slave population was born in the United States)

North South West
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9
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9

10

1
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5
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7
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9

10

(NA) Not available.      
*Percentage is for city's entire county because data for the city alone are not available. Percentage not shown in 1850 for 
Spring Garden, a suburb of Philadelphia.
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census publications and for 2010, the American Community Survey (ACS), and 
Campbell Gibson and Kay Jung (2006), "Historical Census Statistics on the Foreign-Born Population of the United States: 
1850 to 2000," Population Division Working Paper No. 81.  See www.demographicchartbpook.com, References. 
Copyright © 2013 by Campbell Gibson. Graphics may be copied for personal use or for educational purposes, but may 
not be sold.

Albany, NY
Spring Garden, PA

St. Louis, MO
Brooklyn, NY *
Cincinnati, OH

New Orleans, LA
Philadelphia, PA *

Boston, MA
Baltimore, MD
New York, NY

1850 1860

Buffalo, NY *
Chicago, IL

St. Louis, MO *
Cincinnati, OH

New Orleans, LA
Boston, MA

Baltimore, MD
Brooklyn, NY *

Philadelphia, PA
New York, NY

1870

San Francisco, CA
New Orleans, LA

Cincinnati, OH
Boston, MA

Baltimore, MD
Chicago, IL

St. Louis, MO
Brooklyn, NY

Philadelphia, PA
New York, NY

1880

New Orleans, LA
San Francisco, CA

Cincinnati, OH
Baltimore, MD

St. Louis, MO
Boston, MA
Chicago, IL

Brooklyn, NY
Philadelphia, PA

New York, NY45.7 47.2 44.5 39.7

21.0 30.0 27.2 24.1

34.1 39.1 36.5 31.4

29.8 24.7 36.1 40.7

41.8 35.9 48.4 31.6

47.2 38.3 21.1 30.0

40.5 45.7 35.1 16.9

49.3 50.4 36.8 28.1

(NA) 50.0 25.3 44.6

32.7 38.7 49.3 19.0

1890

Cleveland, OH
Cincinnati, OH

San Francisco, CA
Baltimore, MD

Boston, MA
St. Louis, MO
Brooklyn, NY

Philadelphia, PA
Chicago, IL

New York, NY
1900

Cincinnati, OH
San Francisco, CA

Buffalo, NY
Cleveland, OH
Baltimore, MD

Boston, MA
St. Louis, MO

Philadelphia, PA
Chicago, IL

New York, NY
1910

Buffalo, NY
Detroit, MI

Pittsburgh, PA
Baltimore, MD
Cleveland, OH

Boston, MA
St. Louis, MO

Philadelphia, PA
Chicago, IL

New York, NY
1920

Los Angeles, CA
Pittsburgh, PA
Baltimore, MD

Boston, MA
St. Louis, MO

Cleveland, OH
Detroit, MI

Philadelphia, PA
Chicago, IL

New York, NY42.2 37.0 40.8 36.1
41.0 34.6 35.9 29.9

25.7 22.8 24.8 22.0
32.5 19.4 18.4 29.3

25.4 35.1 36.3 30.1

35.3 13.5 35.0 13.4

15.9 32.6 13.9 32.4

42.4 29.6 26.4 11.6

24.1 34.1 33.8 20.5

37.2 17.8 28.0 21.2

1930

Pittsburgh, PA
Boston, MA

Baltimore, MD
St. Louis, MO

Cleveland, OH
Los Angeles, CA

Detroit, MI
Philadelphia, PA

Chicago, IL
New York, NY

1940

Pittsburgh, PA
Boston, MA

St. Louis, MO
Baltimore, MD
Cleveland, OH

Los Angeles, CA
Detroit, MI

Philadelphia, PA
Chicago, IL

New York, NY
1950

Boston, MA
Washington, DC

St. Louis, MO
Cleveland, OH
Baltimore, MD

Detroit, MI
Los Angeles, CA
Philadelphia, PA

Chicago, IL
New York, NY

1960

St. Louis, MO
Washington, DC

Cleveland, OH
Houston, TX

Baltimore, MD
Detroit, MI

Philadelphia, PA
Los Angeles, CA

Chicago, IL
New York, NY34.0 28.7 23.6 20.0

25.5 19.9 14.8 12.3

19.1 15.1 11.5 12.6

25.9 19.9 13.4 8.9

20.0 15.1 15.1 12.1

25.6 20.5 5.6 4.2

9.9 7.2 14.6 2.6

9.4 7.3 4.9 11.0

29.9 23.9 5.3 5.1

16.4 12.6 18.6 3.5

1970

Cleveland, OH
Washington, DC

Dallas, TX
Baltimore, MD

Houston, TX
Detroit, MI

Philadelphia, PA
Los Angeles, CA

Chicago, IL
New York, NY

1980

Baltimore, MD
Phoenix, AZ

San Diego, CA
Dallas, TX

Detroit, MI
Houston, TX

Philadelphia, PA
Los Angeles, CA

Chicago, IL
New York, NY

1990

San Antonio, TX
Phoenix, AZ

Dallas, TX
Detroit, MI

San Diego, CA
Philadelphia, PA

Houston, TX
Chicago, IL

Los Angeles, CA
New York, NY

2000

Detroit, MI
San Antonio, TX

Dallas, TX
San Diego, CA

Phoenix, AZ
Philadelphia, PA

Houston, TX
Chicago, IL

Los Angeles, CA
New York, NY18.2 23.6 28.4 35.9

11.1 14.5 38.4 40.9
14.6 27.1 16.9 21.7

6.5 6.4 17.8 26.4

7.9 9.8 6.6 9.0
3.0 5.7 20.9 19.5
3.2 6.1 3.4 25.7
2.1 15.0 12.5 24.4
4.4 5.7 8.6 11.7
7.5 3.1 9.4 4.8

2010

San Jose, CA
Dallas, TX

San Diego, CA
San Antonio, TX

Phoenix, AZ
Philadelphia, PA

Houston, TX
Chicago, IL

Los Angeles, CA
New York, NY 37.2

39.1

20.7
28.7

11.6
20.0

14.4

26.1

25.3

38.6

March 11, 2013



Figure 12-5.

Age and Sex Structure of the Foreign-Born Population for the United States: 1870 to 2010

Percent distribution by broad age group

2010

2000

1990

1980

1970

1960

1950

1940

1930

1920

1910

1900

1890

1880

1870

2010

2000

1990

1980

1970

1960

1950

1940

1930

1920

1910

1900

1890

1880

1870

Median age Sex ratio (males per 100 females)   

34.6

38.3

37.1

38.5

37.2

40.0

43.9

51.0

55.9

57.2

52.0

39.9

37.3

37.6

41.4

117.4

119.1

121.2

119.5

131.1

122.9

116.6

111.8

103.3

95.6

84.4

87.8

95.8

99.0

96.3

Under 15 15-24 65+25-44 45-64

8.4 17.2 48.7 21.8 4.0

6.5 13.8 44.8 28.8 6.1

8.0 15.8 41.2 27.5 7.5

5.0 14.5 43.5 27.8 9.2

5.7 15.8 44.1 25.5 8.9

4.0 10.6 45.8 29.9 9.7

2.5 8.0 42.1 35.3 12.0

3.3 30.2 47.8 18.0

3.1 20.0 48.6 26.3

5.2 5.2 19.5 37.5 32.6

6.3 8.8 25.9 27.0 32.0

8.8 14.7 33.6 21.6 21.2

7.5 15.0 41.9 22.0 13.6

7.4 14.3 43.9 23.7 10.7

4.9 11.0 41.5 30.2 12.4

Percentages not shown on figure:  

Under 15  
1940 0.7 
1950 1.9

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census publications and for 2010, the American Community Survey (ACS), and Campbell Gibson and Kay Jung (2006), "Historical 
Census Statistics on the Foreign-Born Population of the United States: 1850 to 2000," Population Division Working Paper No. 81.  
See www.demographicchartbpook.com, References. 
Copyright © 2013 by Campbell Gibson. Graphics may be copied for personal use or for educational purposes, but may not be sold. February 20, 2013



Figure 12-6.

Length of Residence and Citizenship Status of the Foreign-Born Population 
for the United States: 1890 to 2010

CITIZENSHIP STATUS BY AGE (percent naturalized citizens)

LENGTH OF RESIDENCE IN THE UNITED STATES (years)

2010

2000

1990

1980

1970

1930

1920

1910

1900

2010

2000

1990

1980

1970

1930

1920

1910

1900

2010

2000

1990

1980

1970

2000

1990

1980

1970

1950

1940

1930

1920

1910

1900

1890

Under 4 4-8 9-13 14-18 19+

Under 5 5-9 10-14 15-18 19+

Under 10

5-9

10-19

15-19

20+

Under 5 10-19 20+

Median

Percent distribution by length of residence

Total (both sexes) Male Female

(NA) 64.1

(NA) 66.6

(NA)

(NA)

(NA)

(NA)50.6

52.1 49.6 55.2

59.7 60.8 58.4

68.2 72.9 62.9

79.9 83.4 76.2

68.0 70.4 66.1

55.3 54.5 55.9

44.4 42.5 46.3

44.2 41.5 46.9

67.1 69.4 65.3

53.9 52.9 54.8

43.3 41.3 45.2

43.0 40.2 45.8

45.4 42.5 48.2

16.2

15.8

17.4

20.9

20.3

14.1

12.2

12.5

15.6

10.8 14.6 17.1 16.8 40.8

21.1 16.7 8.7 9.5 43.9

4.7 17.8 17.6 14.3 45.5

8.0 12.8 5.4 13.3 60.6

18.5 12.2 10.5 8.5 50.4

23.7 15.8 12.8 9.4 38.2

24.7 19.2 13.9 10.7 31.5

24.4 18.0 15.1 12.1 30.4

34.7 27.2 38.1

(NA) Not available.

21+

18+

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census publications and for 2010, the American Community Survey (ACS), and Campbell Gibson and Kay Jung (2006), "Historical 
Census Statistics on the Foreign-Born Population of the United States: 1850 to 2000," Population Division Working Paper No. 81.  
See www.demographicchartbpook.com, References. 
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Figure 12-7.

Ten Leading Languages for the Foreign-Born Population of the United States: 1910 to 2010
(Data on mother tongue available for the White population only, 1910 to 1940)

LANGUAGE SPOKEN AT HOME (population 5 years and over)

MOTHER TONGUE (all ages)
1910 - White

Hungarian
Spanish

Norwegian
French

Swedish
Polish

Yiddish
Italian

German
English

1920 - White

Norwegian
Russian
French

Spanish
Swedish

Polish
Yiddish

Italian
German
English

1930 - White

Russian
Norwegian

French
Swedish
Spanish

Polish
Yiddish

Italian
German
English

1940 - White

Hungarian
Russian
French

Swedish
Spanish

Polish
Yiddish

Italian
German
English

1960 - White

Hungarian
Swedish
Russian
French

Yiddish
Polish

Spanish
Italian

German
English

1960 - Total

Hungarian
Swedish
Russian
French

Yiddish
Polish

Spanish
Italian

German
English

1970 - Total

Hungarian
Chinese

Greek
French
Polish

Yiddish
Italian

German
Spanish
English

1980 - Total

Portuguese
Korean

Polish
French

Tagalog
Chinese
German

Italian
Spanish
English

1990 - Total

Polish
French

Vietnamese
Italian

German
Korean

Tagalog
Chinese
English

Spanish

2000 - Total

Arabic
French

German
Russian
Korean

Vietnamese
Tagalog
Chinese
English

Spanish1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

3,364 3,008 3,097

2,759 2,267 2,188

1,365 1,625 1,808

1,052 1,092 1,223
944 1,077 966

683 643 743

529 556 615
403 467 523

258 392 346

229 362 316

2,506 1,889 1,980 1,743

1,589 1,330 1,332 1,696

1,561 1,276 1,278 1,202
924 793 813 1,026

802 582 582 438

428 503 504 420

423 326 330 411

360 276 277 194

357 225 226 190

241 213 213 161

4,130 7,346
3,896 4,076

705 1,088

628 746
495 531
403 530

360 493

260 435
238 388

232 287

13,340
5,212

1,628

1,074
830

716

619
504
472

432

2010 - Total

Hindi2

French/HC1

Arabic
Russian
Korean

Vietnamese
Tagalog
Chinese
English

Spanish1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

18,159
6,042

2,121

1,369
1,054

902

698
603

532

527

European language

Asian language

Semetic language

Indic language

1 French/Haitian Creole.  2 For Hindi including Urdu, the total is 820,000.
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census publications and for 2010, the American Community Survey (ACS), and Campbell Gibson and Kay Jung (2006), "Historical 
Census Statistics on the Foreign-Born Population of the United States: 1850 to 2000," Population Division Working Paper No. 81.  
See www.demographicchartbpook.com, References. 
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