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Chapter 12. Foreign-Born Population

The graphics in this chapter show data show data on various characteristics of the foreign-
born population, excluding country of birth which is covered in Chapter 13. Data shown on
language reflect two different concepts, which are not comparable. Data 1910 to 1970 are for
mother tongue, which is the language spoken in the person’s home when he or she was a child.
Data for 1980 to 2000 are for language spoken at home, which is not necessarily the same
language as the person’s mother tongue. While the data in the graphics in this chapter are from
decennial census publications, the data are shown in time series format in Campbell Gibson and
Kay Jung (2006), “Historical Census Statistics on the Foreign-Born Population of the United
States: 1850 to 2000,” U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division Working Paper No. 81, which
includes also historical background on data on the foreign-born population. See References.
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Figure 12-1.

Foreign-Born Population for the United States by Region: 1850 to 2010
(Data for 1850 and 1860 assume that the entire slave population was born in the United States)

- United States - North |:| South - West

NUMBER (in millions except that numbers below 100,000 are shown in thousands in italics)

1850
Numbers not shown on figure:

1860
South West
1870 1850 0.2 27
1880 1860 04 0.2
1870 04 03
1890 1880 04 05
1900 1890 0.5 08
1910 135 1900 0.6 08
1910 0.7
1920 13.9 1920 09
1930 142 1930 08
1940 0.6

1940
1950
1960
1970
1980
1990
2000
2010

1950 0.8

40.0

PERCENT FOREIGN BORN IN POPULATION

1850

1860 21.0
1870 22.0
1880

1890 20.0
1900 18.8

1910 20.4

1920
1930
1940
1950
1960
1970
1980
1990
2000
2010

Sources: U.S.Census Bureau, decennial census publications and for 2010, the American Community Survey (ACS),and Campbell Gibson and Kay Jung (2006), "Historical
Census Statistics on the Foreign-Born Population of the United States: 1850 to 2000," Population Division Working Paper No.81.

See www.demographicchartbpook.com, References.
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Figure 12-2.

Ten States with the Largest Foreign-Born Population for the United States: 1850 to 2010
(Numbers in thousands. Data for 1850 and 1860 assume that the entire slave population was born in the United States)

- North

[ ] south

1850 1860 1870 1880 1890
1 NY 656 1,001 NY 1,211 1,571 NY
2 PA||303 PA PA
3 OH||218 IL IL
4 MA|| 164 OH MA
5 IL|j112 Wi Mi
6 WI|j110 MA Wi
7 MO |77 Mi MN
8 LA| 68 MO OH
9 NJ|60 CA NJ
10 INJ|56 1A CA
1920 1930 1940
1 2,825 2917 NY
2 CA
3 IL
4 PA
5 MA
6 NJ
7 Mi
8 OH
9 cT
10 X
1970 1980
1 2,110 CA 3,580 6,459
2 1,758 NY 2,389
3 FL 1,059
4 TX 856
5 IL 824
6 NJ 758
7 MA 501
8 Mi 417
9 PA | | 401
10 OH | |302
2000 2010
1 8,864 CA 10,150
2 NY 4,298
3 X 4,142
4 FL 3,658
5 NJ
6 IL
7 MA
8 GA
9 VA
10 WA

Sources: U.S.Census Bureau, decennial census publications and for 2010, the American Community Survey (ACS), and Campbell Gibson and Kay Jung (2006), "Historical
Census Statistics on the Foreign-Born Population of the United States: 1850 to 2000," Population Division Working Paper No.81.
See www.demographicchartbpook.com, References.
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Figure 12-3.
Ten States with the Highest Percentage of Population Foreign Born for the United States: 1850 to 2010
(Data for 1850 and 1860 assume that the entire slave population was born in the United States)

- North |:| South

1850 1860 1870 1880
1 CA AZ
2 sD ID
3 wi NV
4 MN MT
5 ut wy
6 NV CA
7 WA MN
8 NY uT
9 NE wi
0 RI D

1890
1 446 354 29.0
2 314 283
3 30.2 274
4 289 272
5 27.6 : 24.1
6 235
7
8
9
0

1930 1940 1950 1960
1 25.9 17.4
2 25.1 15.4
3 25.0 14.8
4 239 144
5 21.0 . 132
6 109
7
8
9
0

1970 1980 1990 2000
1 262

20.4

O WV 0 N O b~ W N

Sources: U.S.Census Bureau, decennial census publications and for 2010, the American Community Survey (ACS),and Campbell Gibson and Kay Jung (2006), "Historical
Census Statistics on the Foreign-Born Population of the United States: 1850 to 2000," Population Division Working Paper No.81.

See www.demographicchartbpook.com, References.
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Figure 12-4.

Percent Foreign Born in the Population of the Ten Largest Cities in the United States: 1850 to 2010
(Data for 1850 and 1860 assume that the entire slave population was born in the United States)
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45.7
34.1
41.8
47.2
40.5
49.3

327

1890

42.2
41.0

325

353

424

37.2

1930
34.0
25.5

259

20.0
25.6

299

- North

1860

New York, NY
Philadelphia, PA
Brooklyn, NY *
Baltimore, MD
Boston, MA
New Orleans, LA
Cincinnati, OH
St.Louis, MO *
Chicago, IL
Buffalo, NY *

1900

New York, NY
Chicago, IL
Philadelphia, PA
St. Louis, MO
Boston, MA
Baltimore, MD
Cleveland, OH
Buffalo, NY

San Francisco, CA
Cincinnati, OH

New York, NY
Chicago, IL
Philadelphia, PA
Detroit, MI

Los Angeles, CA
Cleveland, OH
Baltimore, MD
St.Louis, MO
Boston, MA
Pittsburgh, PA

New York, NY
Chicago, IL

Los Angeles, CA
Philadelphia, PA
Houston, TX
Detroit, Ml
Dallas, TX

San Diego, CA
Phoenix, AZ
Baltimore, MD

(NA) Not available.

[ ] south

47.2

39.1

359
383
45.7
504
50.0
38.7

37.0
346

228
19.4

New York, NY 445
Philadelphia, PA .
Brooklyn, NY 36.5
St. Louis, MO 36.1
Chicago, IL 48.4

Baltimore, MD
Boston, MA
Cincinnati, OH
New Orleans, LA

San Francisco, CA 49.3
1910
New York, NY 40.8
Chicago, IL 359
Philadelphia, PA
St.Louis, MO
Boston, MA 36.3
Cleveland, OH 35.0
Baltimore, MD
Pittsburgh, PA 264
Detroit, MI 33.8
Buffalo, NY 28.0

New York, NY
Chicago, IL
Philadelphia, PA
Los Angeles, CA
Detroit, MI
Baltimore, MD
Cleveland, OH
St. Louis, MO
Washington, DC
Boston, MA

284
384

New York, NY
Los Angeles, CA
Chicago, IL
Houston, TX
Philadelphia, PA
San Diego, CA
Detroit, Ml
Dallas, TX
Phoenix, AZ
San Antonio, TX

New York, NY
Philadelphia, PA
Brooklyn, NY
Chicago, IL
Boston, MA

St. Louis, MO
Baltimore, MD
Cincinnati, OH
San Francisco, CA
New Orleans, LA

New York, NY
Chicago, IL
Philadelphia, PA
Detroit, Ml
Cleveland, OH
St. Louis, MO
Boston, MA
Baltimore, MD
Pittsburgh, PA
Los Angeles, CA

New York, NY
Chicago, IL

Los Angeles, CA
Philadelphia, PA
Detroit, Ml
Baltimore, MD
Houston, TX
Cleveland, OH
Washington, DC
St. Louis, MO

New York, NY
Los Angeles, CA
Chicago, IL
Houston, TX
Philadelphia, PA
Phoenix, AZ
San Diego, CA
Dallas, TX

San Antonio, TX
Detroit, Ml

1880

39.7

314
40.7
316
30.0

446

1920

*Percentage is for city's entire county because data for the city alone are not available. Percentage not shown in 1850 for
Spring Garden, a suburb of Philadelphia.
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census publications and for 2010, the American Community Survey (ACS), and
Campbell Gibson and Kay Jung (2006), "Historical Census Statistics on the Foreign-Born Population of the United States:
1850 to 2000," Population Division Working Paper No.81. See www.demographicchartbpook.com, References.

Copyright © 2013 by Campbell Gibson. Graphics may be copied for personal use or for educational purposes, but may

not be sold.

March 11,2013




Figure 12-5.
Age and Sex Structure of the Foreign-Born Population for the United States: 1870 to 2010

Median age Sex ratio (males per 100 females)

1870
1880
1890
1900
1910 1311
1920
1930
1940
1950
1960

1970 84.4

1980 87.8
1990
2000

2010

Percent distribution by broad age group

I:l Under 15

[ 1524

1870
1880
1890
1900
1910
1920
1930
1940
1950
1960
1970
1980
1990
2000
2010

Percentages not shown on figure:

Under 15
1940 0.7
1950 1.9

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census publications and for 2010, the American Community Survey (ACS), and Campbell Gibson and Kay Jung (2006), "Historical
Census Statistics on the Foreign-Born Population of the United States: 1850 to 2000," Population Division Working Paper No.81.

See www.demographicchartbpook.com, References.
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Figure 12-6.

Length of Residence and Citizenship Status of the Foreign-Born Population
for the United States: 1890 to 2010

LENGTH OF RESIDENCE IN THE UNITED STATES (years)

Percent distribution by length of residence
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Median
1900
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1920
[ Under 5 159 [04 518 [ 19+
1930 [ £S5
1930
[ under 5 159 09 519 [ 20+

1970
1980
1990
2000
2010

1970
1980
1990
2000

[ Under10

2010

CITIZENSHIP STATUS BY AGE (percent naturalized citizens)

21
1890
1900
1910
1920
1930
1940
1950

1970
1980
1990
2000

18+
1970

1980
1990
2000
2010

+ Total (both sexes)

(NA)
(NA)
(NA)

68.0

Male

704

69.4

834

Female
(NA)

(NA)
(NA)

|55.2
|58.4
|62
| 76.2

| 66.1
559
463
|46.9

| 653
548
4522
458
|48.2

(NA) Not available.

Sources: U.S.Census Bureau, decennial census publications and for 2010, the American Community Survey (ACS),and Campbell Gibson and Kay Jung (2006), "Historical
Census Statistics on the Foreign-Born Population of the United States: 1850 to 2000," Population Division Working Paper No.81.

See www.demographicchartbpook.com, References.
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Figure 12-7.

Ten Leading Languages for the Foreign-Born Population of the United States: 1910 to 2010

(Data on mother tongue available for the White populatio

MOTHER TONGUE (all ages)
1910 - White

English
German
Italian
Yiddish
Polish
Swedish
French
Norwegian
Spanish
Hungarian

Ita

O Voo NV DA WN =

_

English
German
Italian
Yiddish
Polish
Spanish
Swedish
French
Russian
Hungarian

English
German
Italian
Spanish
Polish
Yiddish
French
Russian
Swedish
Hungarian

O OV O NOWULT A WN =

—_

LANGUAGE SPOKEN AT HOME (population 5 years and over)
1980 - Total

4,130
3,896

1 English
2 Spanish
3 Italian
4 German
5 Chinese
6 Tagalog
7 French
8 Polish
9 Korean
0 Portuguese

2000 - Total

Spanish
English
Chinese
Tagalog
Vietnamese
Korean
Russian
German
French
Arabic

O O 0N UL M WN =

u—

2010 - Total

Spanish
English
Chinese
Tagalog
Vietnamese

6,042
2,121
1,369
1,054

English
German

Yiddish
Polish
Swedish
Spanish
French
Russian
Norwegian
1960 - White

1,276

nonly, 1910 to 1940)

1920 - White

3,008
2,267
lian

1960 - Total

1,980
1,332
1,278

1,889
1,330

English
German
Italian
Spanish
Polish
Yiddish
French
Russian
Swedish
Hungarian

1990 - Total

Spanish
English
Chinese
Tagalog
Korean
German
Italian
Vietnamese
French
Polish

English
German
Italian
Yiddish
Polish
Spanish
Swedish
French
Norwegian
Russian

1930 - White

3,097

346
316

1970 - Total

English
Spanish
German

Italian
Yiddish
Polish
French
Greek
Chinese
Hungarian

7,346

13,340

18,159

Korean 902
Russian
Arabic
French/HC'

Hindi?

O VW oo NOYULT DA WN =

_

' French/Haitian Creole. ? For Hindi including Urdu, the total is 820,000.

- European language
|:| Asian language
|:| Semetic language
- Indic language

Sources: U.S.Census Bureau, decennial census publications and for 2010, the American Community Survey (ACS),and Campbell Gibson and Kay Jung (2006), "Historical
Census Statistics on the Foreign-Born Population of the United States: 1850 to 2000," Population Division Working Paper No.81.

See www.demographicchartbpook.com, References.
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