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Chapter 14.  Nativity and Parentage

As used by the Census Bureau, the term nativity refers to whether a person is native or 
foreign born, as defined in the introductory text for Chapter 11.  The term parentage refers to the 
places of birth of a native person�s parents and has three basic categories: native parentage (both 
parents native), mixed parentage (one parent native and one parent foreign born), and foreign 
parentage (both parents foreign born).  A question on birthplace of parents was included on the 
census from 1870 to 1970.  Starting in 1910, census reports used the term �foreign stock� to refer 
to the combined population in three categories: foreign born, native of foreign parentage, and 
native of mixed parentage.  The population not of foreign stock is native of native parentage. 

The data published on the foreign-stock population were for the White population only 
from 1910 to 1950, reflecting the fact that the vast majority of the foreign-born population was 
from Europe.  In addition, the census reports showed extensive data on the foreign-stock 
population by country of origin (country of birth of the foreign-born population and country or 
countries of birth of parents). For consistency, the data on the foreign-stock population from 
1870 to 1970 in this chapter, which do not include data on country of origin, are limited to the 
White population.   
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Figure 14-1.

Foreign-Stock White Population by 
Nativity and Parentage for the United States 
by Region: 1870 to 1970
(Percent of White population)

Foreign born   

Native—one or both parents foreign born

     Native—both parents foreign born   

     Native—one parent foreign born   

        Native—father foreign born, mother native   

        Native—mother foreign born, father native

Percentages not shown on figure: 
mother foreign born, father native, 1870 (0.4), 1890-1960 (0.6, 0.7, 0.6, 0.7, 0.7, 0.6, 0.7, 1.0)
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U.S.
16.4 12.4 2.3 1.1 32.2

15.1 14.7 34.2

16.6 14.7 4.3 1.9 37.5

15.3 15.9 5.0 2.5 38.7

16.3 15.8 4.8 2.5 39.5

14.5 16.6 4.8 2.6 38.4

12.7 15.8 5.0 2.7 36.2

9.6 12.8 4.4 2.3 29.1

7.5 11.0 4.3 2.2 25.0
5.9 8.7 4.0 2.3 20.8

4.9 17.9

4.4

13.0

19.5 15.0 2.7 1.3 38.5

20.3 18.2 5.1 2.3 45.8

19.2 20.0 5.9 3.0 48.1

20.7 20.4 5.7 3.1 49.9

18.3 21.7 5.7 3.2 49.0

16.3 20.9 6.1 3.3 46.6

12.7 17.3 5.5 2.8 38.4

9.9 15.1 5.3 2.8 33.2

7.4 11.9 4.9 2.8 27.0

5.8 22.316.5

(NA)

27.4 13.8 2.9 2.3 46.5

23.4 16.3 5.7 2.8 48.2

19.6 17.5 7.1 3.6 47.8

19.8 15.7 6.5 3.3 45.4

17.4 15.6 6.5 3.4 42.9

15.1 14.9 6.5 3.5 40.1

10.6 12.0 5.8 3.2 31.6

8.0 10.1 5.2 2.9 26.2

6.6 7.8 4.8 2.9 22.2

6.2 20.7

(NA)

14.5

5.0 4.0 1.2 10.6

4.0 3.9 1.9 10.3

3.4 3.9 2.0 10.0

3.5 3.7 1.8 9.7

3.5 3.7 1.7 9.5

2.8 3.5 1.7 8.8

2.0 2.7 1.4 6.6

2.0 2.6 1.5 6.9

2.1 2.5 1.6 7.3

2.4 7.85.4

(NA)

(NA) Not available.
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census publications.  See www.demographicchartbpook.com, References. 
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Figure 14-2.

Ten States with the Highest Percentage of White Population of Foreign Stock for the 
United States: 1870 and 1890 to 1970

1870 19001890

1910 19301920

1940 1960 19701950

Foreign born

Native with one or both parents foreign born

ID

NY

CA

SD

WY

NV

MN

UT

WI

AZ

AZ

MA

NY

RI

SD

NV

UT

WI

MN

ND

CT

MT

NY

UT

MA

SD

RI

WI

MN

ND1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

MI

SD

NJ

NY

CT

MA

WI

RI

ND

MN

IL

MI

WI

NJ

NY

MN

CT

ND

MA

RI

NH

MI

WI

MN

NJ

ND

NY

MA

CT

RI1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

IL

MI

NH

MN

NJ

ND

NY

MA

CT

RI

MI

IL

MN

NH

ND

NJ

NY

MA

CT

RI

MN

MI

IL

NH

ND

NJ

RI

CT

MA

NY

MI

IL

NH

ND

CA

NJ

RI

CT

MA

NY1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

60.3 10.0 70.3 44.6 34.7 79.3 36.1 42.8 78.9

34.7 33.6 68.3 36.0 40.0 76.0 29.1 46.4 75.5

34.8 32.6 67.4 30.9 43.2 74.1 25.1 46.5 71.5

36.7 28.5 65.1 25.3 41.4 66.7 31.9 33.5 65.4

40.1 16.2 56.3 30.4 31.7 62.1 23.2 41.0 64.2

38.6 17.0 55.6 27.7 33.3 61.0 30.3 32.4 62.7

35.8 19.4 55.2 31.4 27.9 59.3 19.4 42.4 61.8

32.1 22.7 54.7 26.4 31.0 57.4 26.4 33.8 60.2

26.3 25.1 51.4 29.5 27.4 56.9 27.6 31.4 58.9

33.9 13.3 47.2 31.3 25.2 56.5 26.6 31.6 58.2

26.4 45.7 72.1 29.2 41.6 70.8 25.2 43.6 68.8

27.4 44.1 71.5 28.3 39.3 67.6 24.3 41.6 65.9

33.4 36.6 70.0 20.5 47.0 67.5 25.2 40.7 65.9

22.1 45.0 67.1 27.7 39.2 66.9 26.3 36.9 63.2

31.6 35.2 66.8 20.5 44.5 65.1 15.7 46.1 61.8

29.9 34.1 64.0 27.4 36.5 63.9 22.1 36.9 59.0

30.4 33.5 64.0 24.3 35.8 60.1 15.3 40.8 56.2

26.9 31.8 58.7 17.6 42.1 59.7 13.3 37.4 50.7

17.8 38.6 56.4 20.2 33.4 53.6 18.2 31.1 49.3

21.4 34.6 56.0 19.2 32.2 51.3 17.8 30.6 48.4

19.6 39.5 59.1 14.6 35.3 49.9

19.4 37.1 56.5 15.3 34.1 49.4

19.8 36.5 56.3 15.5 33.8 49.3

22.1 33.1 55.2 18.0 31.0 49.0

11.7 39.3 51.0 14.0 30.7 44.6

17.6 32.3 49.9 8.1 31.6 39.7

10.6 32.7 43.3 10.9 25.1 36.0

13.9 28.2 42.1 7.1 27.5 34.6

13.5 26.2 39.6 9.7 23.6 33.4

12.9 26.1 39.0 10.2 23.0 33.2

14.3 26.9 41.2 11.6 23.6 35.2

11.2 29.2 40.5 8.6 25.1 33.7

11.2 29.0 40.2 8.9 24.7 33.6

10.1 30.0 40.1 7.8 25.6 33.4

10.9 26.8 37.7 9.6 23.6 33.2

25.7 30.5 8.5 16.8 25.2

7.4 21.9 29.2 21.1 24.1

7.5 19.4 26.9 18.1 23.1

7.4 19.2 26.5 16.1 22.2

21.6 25.8 15.8 21.1

Percentages not shown on figure:    
Foreign born    
1960, ND (4.8), MN (4.2)    
1970, ND (3.0), NH (5.0), IL (6.2), MI (5.2)    

North South (none) West

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census publications.  See www.demographicchartbpook.com, References. 
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Figure 14-3.

Percent Foreign Stock in the White Population of the Ten Largest Cities 
in the United States: 1890 to 1970
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Percentages not shown on figure:      
Foreign born
1940, Baltimore (8.7), St. Louis (8.4)       
1950; Baltimore (7.1), St. Louis (6.0), Washington (7.6)      
1960; Baltimore (6.3), Houston (3.2), Washington (9.7), St. Louis (4.9)      
1970; Philadelphia (9.3), Houston (3.8), Baltimore (5.3), Dallas (2.6)      

Native with one or both parents foreign born
1960; Houston (9.1)      
1970; Houston (9.3), Dallas (6.9)      

42.8 39.1 81.8 37.4 40.7 78.1 41.3 39.0 80.3

41.4 38.0 79.4 35.1 43.6 78.7 36.5 42.7 79.2

26.6 32.2 58.8 23.9 33.7 57.6 26.1 33.9 60.1

32.8 39.2 72.0 20.6 44.3 64.9 19.6 38.4 58.0

27.0 45.1 72.0 35.6 37.8 73.3 36.7 39.2 75.9

35.6 33.5 69.1 15.8 29.2 45.0 35.5 40.6 76.0

18.7 30.5 49.2 33.1 43.5 76.6 16.3 28.5 44.8

37.5 39.6 77.0 29.7 44.4 74.1 27.6 37.7 65.3

25.0 46.8 71.8 32.0 42.3 74.3 34.0 40.9 75.0

37.5 38.6 76.1 18.6 44.9 63.5 28.1 43.5 71.6

36.5 42.2 78.7 34.8 42.3 77.2 29.7 39.3 69.1

31.1 44.1 75.2 27.3 42.6 69.9 21.5 38.5 60.0

23.6 35.0 58.6 21.3 35.8 57.2 17.2 30.6 47.8

30.4 36.6 67.0 27.9 34.9 62.8 21.7 33.4 55.1

31.4 40.7 72.1 19.9 26.6 46.5 15.2 24.4 39.6

14.7 34.1 48.8 27.8 42.9 70.7 22.6 40.2 62.7

32.7 42.4 75.1 28.6 39.7 18.6 27.3

13.4 26.0 39.5 24.2 35.5 22.2 30.6

21.9 38.8 60.6 30.2 43.4 73.6 24.1 39.9 64.0

20.5 25.7 46.2 17.8 37.9 55.7 13.9 31.7 45.6

25.1 37.4 62.4 22.0 32.5 54.5 19.8 28.7 48.5

16.9 35.5 52.4 15.8 30.5 46.3 15.7 27.5 43.2

13.7 29.9 43.6 13.9 22.2 36.1 16.3 22.5 38.9

14.0 24.5 38.5 27.2 39.0 24.6 33.9

17.9 31.6 49.5 16.7 28.0 44.7 13.3 25.5 39.0

18.3 25.5 16.1 22.4 13.0

17.4 36.1 53.4 12.3 14.2 19.5

17.2 23.1 15.3 27.7 43.0 9.4

15.6 23.2 15.7 25.3 15.9 27.1

19.0 36.6 55.6 14.7 19.6 23.0 34.9

North South West

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census publications.  See www.demographicchartbpook.com, References. 
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