
Figure 10-4.

Educational Attainment of the Population 25 Years and Over by Sex and Age 
for the United States: 1940 to 2010 

Total (both sexes) FemaleMale

Percent with 4 years of high school or more education (1940-1980) or with at least a high school education (1990-2010) 

Percent with 4 or more years of college (1940-1980) or with at least a bachelor's degree (1990-2010)
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Not shown: 5.1 and 5.9

Not shown: 5.1 Not shown: 4.2

Not shown: 3.7 Not shown: 4.5 Not shown: 3.0 and 4.7

Not shown: 2.6, 3.6, 3.7,  and 5.5 Not shown: 3.3, 4.3, and 4.3 Not shown: 1.9, 3.0, 3.2,  and 4.9

25 to 34 years

35 to 44 years

45 to 64 years

65 years and over

6.1 29.6 35.7 7.1 26.3 33.5 32.7 37.8
7.6 42.8 50.3 9.3 39.2 48.5 46.1 52.0

11.0 47.1 58.1 14.6 41.8 56.4 7.5 52.3 59.8
15.5 56.0 71.5 19.0 52.8 71.8 12.1 59.2 71.2

23.3 60.9 84.2 26.3 58.1 84.4 20.3 63.7 84.0

22.7 61.4 84.1 22.9 59.8 82.7 22.6 62.9 85.5

27.5 56.4 83.9 25.7 56.2 81.9 29.4 56.5 85.9
31.1 56.1 87.1 27.1 58.0 85.2 35.0 54.1 89.2

20.2 25.4 6.0 17.3 23.3
7.3 30.9 38.2 8.4 27.8 36.2
8.8 42.9 51.7 11.6 38.5 50.0
13.1 48.6 61.7 17.5 43.2 60.7

19.5 57.2 76.7 24.3 52.8 77.1

27.0 58.6 85.6 29.7 55.6 85.3
25.9 59.2 85.0 25.8 57.7 83.4

14.7 18.5 12.6 17.1
5.4 20.3 25.7 6.2 17.7 24.0
6.6 26.5 33.1 7.5 23.5 31.0
9.0 39.0 47.9 11.0 35.4 46.4
13.0 48.6 61.6 17.1 44.0 61.1

19.1 54.2 73.3 23.7 49.7 73.4
26.4 56.8 83.2 29.3 53.7 82.9

10.5 13.1 8.7 12.0 12.2 14.2
14.1 17.7 11.7 16.0 16.3 19.2
15.4 19.1 12.7 17.0 17.7 20.8

21.6 27.1 6.3 18.0 24.4 24.2 29.1
8.3 30.6 38.8 9.9 27.4 37.2 7.2 32.7 39.9

10.8 42.5 53.2 14.1 39.3 53.4 8.5 44.6 53.1
15.4 50.1 65.5 20.5 45.9 66.4 11.8 53.0 64.9

21.3 56.5 77.9 27.4 51.5 78.9 16.8 60.3 77.1

16.9 19.9
22.7 27.4

5.7 29.3 35.0
7.1 42.2 49.3
9.3 52.8 62.1

14.9 58.4 73.3

23.7 59.7 83.4
28.6 59.1 87.7 29.3 57.5 86.8 27.9 60.7 88.6

23.2 27.4
6.2 33.8 40.0
6.2 47.0 53.3
8.9 53.7 62.7
14.9 61.4 76.3

24.4 61.5 85.9
26.0 60.6 86.6

32.1 55.4 87.5 29.2 56.7 85.9 35.0 54.1 89.2

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census publications, and for 2010, the American Community Survey (ACS).  See www.demographicchartbpook.com, References. 
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