
Figure 15-2.

Labor Force for the Population 16 Years and Over by Sex for the United States: 1860 to 2010
(Data are for the civilian noninstitutionalized population)

PARTICIPATION RATE (percentage of population 16 years and over) 
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Male
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7.0 8.0

9.0 10.2

10.2 12.0

14.0 16.5

22.4 5.2 27.6

28.7 7.5 36.2

32.0 8.2 40.2

39.7 12.9 52.7

42.8 16.5 59.3

45.2 22.2 67.3

49.2 30.6 79.8

59.6 44.5 104.1

66.4 56.5 122.8

73.3 64.3 137.6

81.8 74.1 155.9

Numbers not shown on figure: 
White Female 
1860 1.0
1870 1.2

Total Female
1870 1.8
1880 2.5

51.8 88.1 13.1

51.8 91.1 12.4

53.6 91.5 15.8

55.2 92.1 16.9

57.7 91.7 22.1

60.2 92.1 26.0

57.8 90.4 24.1

55.6 84.7 27.1

56.0 83.2 30.3

57.6 81.4 36.1

56.7 77.0 42.0

60.9 75.8 50.5

64.2 75.3 57.5

64.9 72.2 58.2

65.3 71.2 59.8

Sources: Matthew Sobek (2006b), tables on labor force, in Historical Statistics of the United States: Millennial Edition, Vol. 2, pp. 2-77 to 2-82; and U.S. Census Bureau, 
decennial census publications and for 2010, the American Community Survey (ACS).  See www.demographicchartbpook.com, References. 
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